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never be an object of philosophical investigation/' For mind, to the phrenologist, was not independent of matter. "The operations of the mind are the mind itself." These operations were said to be rooted in the complex and multiple organs making up the brain and the nervous system, the seat of Philoprogenitiveness, Amativeness, Idealty, Eventuality, and all the other faculties or propensities of behavior. The locale of the organs in which the propensities were centered had, according to phrenology, been determined by Gall's and Spurzheim's dissection of brains; and since these various organs of the brain affected the size and contour of the skull (as it was supposed) it was possible, with the aid of the famous phrenological "charts" and 'lieads," to make character analyses.
The vogue for phrenological "readings" among the common people can be in part explained by the prevailing social atmosphere. In a period when the common man began to feel within him the stir of power and ambition, phrenology had much to offer him. It was not merely that he could have, from a wandering "practicing phrenologist" or at the "parlors7* of Fowler and Wells on Broadway, a reading which would set him right regarding the kind of mate that he, with his propensities, should choose; nor was it even that he might be told the vocation or business for which he was best adapted. These things, of course, were important. But as one of the critics of phrenology remarked, the common man seeks for something which will solve all his difficulties, something which will reveal nature's secrets and savor of a mystery or mirade. What the more esoteric mental philosophies were supposed to do for the college-bred man, phrenology claimed to do for any man.
Nor was that all. As James Freeman Clarke, a prominent and liberal Unitarian clergyman remarked, phrenology inspired hope and courage in those depressed by the consciousness of some inability. For, at least as interpreted by Combe and his disciples, it taught that man was in a state of transition between bondage to the animal propensities and governance by the moral ones. Phrenology could tell one in which of the desirable propensities he was weak, in which of the undesirable he was overen-dowed; and by the deliberate cultivation of the one and the inhibition of the other he might in fact alter his endowments. That, in brief, was the meaning of the motto of the eminently successful phrenologist, Orson Squire Fowler, "Self-made, or never made." Obviously phrenology's implications for social reform through mass education were enormous.